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María Pérez Gómez. María, 48, lives in the community of San Pedrito.  She was originally from Chenalhó and has 11 children, two of whom still live in Chenalhó. Nine of the children still live with her, even though one of them is married. She doesn’t live with her husband since he is in the federal jail of El Amate due to a massacre in Acteal, Chenalhó in 1997 for which he was accused of being a murderer. María had to leave Chenalhó with her brother Domingo because they had no land and also because of a sickness she has. The government gave them land in Villaflores, where a lot of beans and corn are produced. When Agros came to the community she asked for help with her treatment. They helped her get to the hospital, where several tests were run to find out what sickness she had. In the results, the doctor said that she has arthritis and Agros has helped support her with money for her medication.

With the treatment, María Gómez’s health has improved notably and she has regained her strength. She is participating in a blouse-embroidery class and has some previous experience in this type of work. Together with a group of 13 women from San Pedrito she is organizing a blouse-embroidery and sewing project in order to receive more income. She wants to start her own business, since she lives alone and has no economic stability.

Housing and Infrastructure

The home of Antonio Santiz Nichte was helped with an ecological stove that saves on firewood. Although at first the stove didn’t heat enough, the family didn’t get discouraged and they improved it by using it daily in the last few months. In effect, they have diminished their use of firewood, there isn’t smoke inside the house, and their food no longer smells like smoke. Other families, upon noticing the improvement of this family’s living conditions, are in the process of building four more stoves during the month of October.

The community has work very hard for the improvement of the church that is also converted to be a classroom for the children. They have already put in clay tiles and replaced the internal walls, but the external walls will remain the same. 

There have also been important advancements in the elaboration of the water supply project. This includes a topographical plan, budget, and ideas of implementation, so that the families can have water during the upcoming dry season.  
Economic Growth

The members of the community have started to work on the cultivation of vegetables. (In Chenalhó, where the families are from, this activity is not one of their normal agricultural activities). They built and planted 10 cultivation beds and produced 31 pounds of radish that were distributed among all of the families. 
They have recently begun taking a census of the animals in order to begin soon the vaccination against illnesses such as smallpox, bird cholera, and other diseases. The breeding of quail is being consolidated little by little as an alternative project for the families.

The families are also consolidating the cultivation of vegetables because it is an activity that competes for time with the activities that have been proven to provide income and food for the families (like going to work on other people’s farms). Organic agricultural practices are being used to show their effectiveness in the cultivation of vegetables. 

Training and Education

A group of 13 women has participated in a mini-workshop on embroidery. They all received a packet of materials so that they could learn to embroider since only one of them has previous experience in this kind of work. She is supporting her companions by instructing them so they learn to work with thread. The style of embroidery they are learning is different than what they do with their own typical clothing.  It is unimportant to them that they don’t have previous experience and they want to learn to do new things that will improve their lifestyles and, in the future, provide extra economic income to support their families.
The provision of a teacher for the school continues with talks with the Secretary of Federal Public Education. 
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